
Carbon Credit Deep-Dive Workshop 

(April 14)

The Carbon Credit Deep-Dive Workshop 

(DDW) held its final session on April 14 at 0 

Club, an innovation hub operated by 

MITSUBISHI ESTATE CO., LTD.

The session served as an opportunity to 

reflect on and review the workshop’s activities 

and featured interactive discussions in which 

participants revisited key themes such as 

ecosystem development for policy 

recommendations to revitalize the carbon credit 

market and the creation of more user-friendly 

markets for end-users. Participants also delved 

deeper into emerging challenges and shared 

concrete ideas for the next steps in advancing 

the carbon credit market.

Those speaking at the event forecasted 

substantial growth for the carbon credit market 

in coming years and emphasized the importance 

of steadily addressing related issues with a 

long-term perspective. They also underscored 

how enhancing awareness, establishing clear 

rules, and expanding market demand will require 

cross-sector collaboration and co-creation. 

Another key point made was the need to build a 

strong carbon credit ecosystem in Japan led by 

the private sector.

Looking ahead, the members aim to promote 

rule-making based on stakeholder collaboration, 

develop an ecosystem that supports policy 

recommendations, and carry out trial 

procurements.

Activity report: 

https://icf.mri.co.jp/activities/activities-23090/

(in Japanese)

ICF General Assembly 2025 (April 22)

The ICF General Assembly for FY2025 was 

held on April 22. In addition to ICF’s foundational 

policy of promoting co-creation activities that 

resolve societal issues, this year’s activities will 

also feature the exploration of solutions through 

the integration of existing and advanced 

technologies, as well as the application of 

promising technologies still in an early stage of 

development.

AIST Solutions Co. delivered the keynote 

address, which covered how to approach 

societal issues from a technological perspective. 

In addition, the secretariat presented key 

updates to the Listings of Societal Issues 2025, 

which was published in March. Eight new 

members delivered short pitches introducing 

their initiatives and sharing their expectations in 

joining ICF and its activities.
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Presented by Yosuke Torii from 
Japan GX Research Institute

Discussion

https://icf.mri.co.jp/activities/activities-23090/
https://www.aist-solutions.co.jp/english/
https://icf.mri.co.jp/research/research-389/


A networking session followed the formal 

program, offering participants an opportunity to 

actively engage and connect, contributing to a 

dynamic and productive gathering.

Activity report: 

https://icf.mri.co.jp/activities/activities-22885/

(in Japanese)

Archived video (member-only website): 

https://icf.mri.co.jp/limited/foundational/found

ational-22851/

(in Japanese)

Event addressing loneliness and 

isolation: Toward a Society Free of 

Unwanted Loneliness (May 28)

The Japanese government designated May as 

the “Loneliness and Isolation Prevention 

Month”, to raise people’s awareness of and 

promote countermeasures for loneliness and 

social isolation, both societal challenges. ICF 

hosted an event on this topic on May 28 in 

collaboration with Ibasho Chat.org, an ICF 

supporting member NPO, and Minds1020Lab, a 

hub supporting co-creation under the COI-NEXT 

program at Yokohama City University.

The event opened with remarks from Junko 

Mihara, Minister in charge of Cohesive Society 

from the Cabinet Office of Japan. The event 

featured presentations by experts from industry, 

government, academic, and civil backgrounds, 

who discussed the current challenges posed by 

loneliness and isolationーparticularly among 

youth. They also shared ongoing initiatives to 

address these issues and participated in a 

panel discussion to explore inclusive and 

sustainable solutions.

Activity report: 

https://icf.mri.co.jp/activities/activities-23314/

(in Japanese)

Archived video (member-only website):

https://icf.mri.co.jp/limited/field/field-23367/

(in Japanese)

Seventh session of ICF Online 

Discussion: Connecting Communities 

and the Future through Sports

(May 29)

Tomohiro Miki from Sports Nation Co., Ltd., 

and Shigeki Shibuya from Sasakawa Sports 

Foundation joined the seventh ICF Online 

Discussion to discuss regional revitalization and 

human resource development through sports.

Miki introduced NEO Fukuoka, a platform that 

brings together local youth, businesses, and 

professional sports teams to promote regional 

revitalization and next-generation development. 

The initiative aims to create new value in the 

local community and expand its impact from 

Fukuoka to the rest of Japan.

Shibuya presented the Active City Promotion 

Project, a public-private partnership platform 

that brings together stakeholders in sports,
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ICF General Assembly – A full view of 
the venue

Junko Mihara, Minister in charge of 
Cohesive Society

Speakers and panelists

https://icf.mri.co.jp/activities/activities-22885/
https://icf.mri.co.jp/limited/foundational/foundational-22851/
https://icf.mri.co.jp/limited/foundational/foundational-22851/
https://icf.mri.co.jp/activities/activities-23314/
https://icf.mri.co.jp/limited/field/field-23367/


health promotion, and urban development. The 

initiative seeks to enhance individual wellbeing 

and address regional challenges by leveraging 

the diverse value of sports.

Both initiatives extend beyond entertainment, 

positioning sports as a driving force for regional 

regeneration, fostering new community 

connections, and bridging generations.

For more details, please refer to the event 

report and archived video.

Activity Report: 

https://icf.mri.co.jp/activities/activities-23480/

(in Japanese)

Archived Video (member-only website):

https://icf.mri.co.jp/limited/field/field-23492/

(in Japanese)

Eighth session of ICF Online 

Discussion: Menopause Crisis

(June 24)

In recent years, menopausal symptoms have 

come to be recognized as impacting the lives of 

both women and men. The middle-aged 

demographic represents a significant portion of 

the population and plays a vital role in society. 

Therefore, the physical and mental changes 

experienced during this life stage are critical 

issues that must be addressed to maintain a 

healthy and vibrant society.

On June 24, we welcomed Miyuki Tezuka and 

Tomomi Kobayashi from Calendrier Co., Ltd.—a 

company dedicated to addressing menopause-

related challenges for both men and women—

for an online discussion. They delivered an 

insightful presentation on the physical and 

mental changes, health risks, and effective 

coping strategies unique to each gender.

Details of the event report and the archived 

video will be made available on the ICF website 

at a later date.

Robotics Study Group #1: How Robots 

Will Change Future Working Styles 

(June 25)

The first event of the ICF Robotics Study 

Group was held on June 25. This study group 

adopts science fiction thinking* to envision the 

role of robots in agriculture and facility 

management in society 20 years from now. To 

achieve this, the group envisions future 

lifestyles, emerging values, and evolving 

relationships between people and technology in 

detail.

For this inaugural session, we welcomed 

Kengo Shibuya from DENTSU SOKEN INC., who 

has been involved in the research, development, 

and strategic planning of advanced technologies 

since 2009 . He shared insights into the value of 

robot mobility and introduced the initiatives of 

the Remote Work Study Group, which seeks to 

enable location-independent work through 

robotics and related technologies. His 

presentation illustrated how remote work could 

be integrated across various industries and 

envisioned a vibrant, inclusive society where 

people do not feel isolated or lonely—regardless 

of location—through co-creation with robots.

During the Q&A session, participants showed 

strong interest in topics such as the impact of 

network latency on remote robot operation.

Please refer to the event report, which will be 

published soon on the ICF website, for more 

details.

*Science fiction thinking is a creative approach 

that leverages elements of science fiction—such as 

futuristic technologies, imagined societies, and 

alternative realities—to explore potential futures, 

spark innovation, and address complex challenges.

Societal Issues Discussion

(June 26-27)

ICF organized a series of discussion sessions 

on societal issues, based on the Listings of 

Societal Issues 2025, which was published in 

March.

Among the seven focus areas of the 2025 

issue, sessions on DE&I and Education & 

Human Resource Development were held on
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June 26, followed by sessions on Energy & 

Environment and Mobility on June 27. 

The session on Education & Human Resource 

Development followed an input-oriented format 

featuring presentations by ICF member 

companies HATAPRO, INC. and Acaric Co., Ltd. 

They introduced initiatives such as 

entrepreneurship education rooted in local 

communities and the utilization of doctoral 

human resources . In the other three areas, 

after brief overviews of each topic, participants 

engaged in group discussions to explore 

concrete business ideas for addressing the 

respective societal issues.

For example, in the Mobility session, 

participants presented proposals such as 

detecting drunk driving and preventing vehicles 

from traveling in the wrong direction. In the 

DE&I session—an area often considered 

difficult to commercialize—lively and 

constructive discussions also took place.

Participants shared various comments, such 

as:

• “It was extremely valuable to engage in 

discussions with people from diverse 

backgrounds.”

• “There are still challenges in commercializing 

the DE&I domain.”

• “In the energy field, securing testing grounds 

for small-scale pilot projects may be a key 

factor.”

In light of the feedback from this session, we 

are considering organizing a second round of 

discussions to further develop the ideas that 

emerged.

ICF Deep Tech Column

At ICF, in addition to promoting co-creation 

activities that resolve societal issues, we have 

adopted a new technology-driven policy aimed 

at solving these challenges and shaping the 

future society. This approach goes beyond 

identifying current issuesーit emphasizes 

technological solutions and implementation 

pathways to deliver more practical and effective 

outcomes. The societal implementation of 

emerging technologies, particularly in the realm 

of deep tech*, often requires significant time, 

sometimes even several decades, from research 

and development to real-world application. 

Nevertheless, history has shown that such 

technologies play a vital role in resolving 

societal issues and shaping the future of society.

As part of this initiative, ICF has launched a 

new column on its website to highlight 

technologies that contribute to resolving 

societal issues, with a particular focus on deep 

tech. The column presents these innovations in 

an accessible and engaging format. The first 

article, titled “Robots Evolving Through Tactile 

Technology,” explores a vision of future 

architecture enabled by the integration of 

robotics and tactile sensing. 

More content is planned for the seriesー 

please stay tuned for future updates!

Vol. 1: “Robots Evolving Through Tactile 

Technology”

https://icf.mri.co.jp/information/information-

23255/

(in Japanese)

*Deep tech refers to scientific discoveries and 

breakthrough technologies that have the potential to 

resolve societal issues and create a significant 

impact on people’s lives and society
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Societal Issues Discussion: A full view
 of the venue

Group Discussion

https://icf.mri.co.jp/information/information-23255/
https://icf.mri.co.jp/information/information-23255/


New content now available on official 

Note and YouTube Channels – 

Introducing the “Listings of Societal 

Issues 2025” by Mitsubishi Research 

Institute  

An article introducing the Listings of Societal 

Issues 2025  has been published on Mitsubishi 

Research Institute’s official page on Note, and 

an overview video is now available on its official 

YouTube channel.

Revision of ICF Participation Rules

We revised some parts of the ICF 

Participation Rules effective July 1, 2025.

Please check the revised sections, the 

reasons for the revisions, and the participation 

rules after the revisions at the URL below.

https://icf.mri.co.jp/note/info-20250605/

(in Japanese)

Public Affairs Seminar: Understanding 

the Basic Policy 2025  (July 17) 

Our series of public affairs (PA) activities last 

year yielded the Public Affairs Guidebook (Basic 

Edition) . We will hold an event to provide an 

overview of the document as well as an analysis 

of the Japanese government’s Basic Policy 

2025* from the perspective of policy trends—

fundamental to public affairs.

*Basic Policy on Economic and Fiscal Management 

and Reform 2025  – Toward a society in which 

everyone can feel that "tomorrow will be brighter 

than today ."

Date and time: July 17 (Thursday), 14:00–15:10

Further details:

https://icf.mri.co.jp/activities/activities-23408/

Registration for online participation: 

https://mri.smartseminar.jp/public/application/

add/9422

(in Japanese)

Ninth session of ICF Online 

Discussion: Exploring the 

Commercialization of Healthcare

(July 29)

Japan’s population ageing continues to 

increase, and so does its medical and nursing 

care costs. Sustaining the public insurance 

system is becoming increasingly challenging. 

Extending healthy life expectancy, promoting 

preventive healthcare, and strengthening 

measures to address pre-disease stages are 

urgent societal issues.

In recent years, a growing number of 

companies from diverse industries have entered 

the healthcare market. The upcoming ICF 

Online Discussion will address questions like 

“What kinds of opportunities and barriers exist 

in this market?”, and “What kinds of outcomes 

should businesses aim to deliver?”. The event 

will examine case studies from the Mitsubishi
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Plans for Activities from July and 

Onward

MRI’s official page on Note: “Hello, issue” .
“Have you heard of Mitsubishi Research 
Institute's Listings of Societal Issues 2025?”
https://note.mri.co.jp/n/nd2cbd70dd154
(in Japanese)

MRI’s official YouTube channel
“One-minute introduction to the Mitsubishi 
Research Institute’s ‘Listings of Societal 
Issues 2025’”
https://youtu.be/u3G8BKDMwew
(in Japanese)

https://icf.mri.co.jp/note/info-20250605/
https://icf.mri.co.jp/activities/activities-23408/
https://mri.smartseminar.jp/public/application/add/9422
https://mri.smartseminar.jp/public/application/add/9422
https://note.mri.co.jp/n/nd2cbd70dd154
https://youtu.be/u3G8BKDMwew


Research Institute and feature a special talk by 

Tatsuro Amano, President of the Healthcare 

Innovation Association, who will share insights 

on emerging industry trends and new business 

development in the healthcare sector.

Date and time: July 29 (Tuesday), 12:00–13:00

Further details:

https://icf.mri.co.jp/activities/activities-23471/

Registration for online participation:

https://mri.smartseminar.jp/public/application/

add/9456

(in Japanese)

Robotics Study Group #2: A Future 

Society Envisioned by Technology 

Pioneers (July 30-31)

The ICF Robotics Study Group will hold its 

second event over two days, on July 30–31, 

showcasing a future society as envisioned by 

university-based startups and other innovators. 

The first day of the event will focus on 

agriculture. Hiroaki Kuwahara from Toyohashi 

City Hall and Teruyuki Kobayashi from Kisui Co. 

Ltd. will discuss the potential of robotics as a 

solution to labor shortages in the agricultural 

sector. The second day will focus on facility 

management. Yoshiyasu Ando from iROBOTICS, 

Inc. and Shuichi Ishida from TriOrb Inc. will 

present on the use of robots in facility 

management, including cleaning and inspection 

applications.

Date and Time: July 30–31, 12:00–13:00

Further details:

https://icf.mri.co.jp/activities/activities-23478/

Registration for online participation:

https://mri.smartseminar.jp/public/application/

add/9488

(in Japanese) 

ICF Interim Meeting 2025

(September 17)

The ICF Interim Meeting 2025 will be held on 

September 17 at Mitsubishi Research Institute 

Headquarters and online. Details of the event 

will be announced later.

Eight companies/organizations joined ICF 

between April and June.

As of the end of June, the total number of ICF 

members was 622.
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Wenjie Tang and Takamasa Mizushima
Future Co-creation Promotion Office, Mitsubishi Research Institute Inc.
Email：icf-inq@ml.mri.co.jp ICF website: https://icf.mri.co.jp/?lang=en
10-3, Nagatacho 2-Chome Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo 100-8141, Japan

New ICF members
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